ONE DOZEN NOTEWORTHY HISTORICAL ITEMS 
Prepared by Robert Arnold Schlosser, President 


Livingston County Historical Society (4/86) 
ONE. Birth of Pontiac, 27 July 1837. The proprietors were: Henry Weed, 


Lucius W. and Seth M. Young. The surveyor who laid out the town of Pontiac was 
Isaac Whitaker (also spelled Whicher and Whisher). To sway the county commis- 
sioners to make Pontiac the seat of the county, the proprietors offered several 
inducements which included the building of a courthouse and the construction of 
a "good and substantial wagon bridge"* across the Vermilion River. 

Ref. Deed book A, p. 63; *1878 History, p. 254; and 1940 History, p. 7. 


TWO. Good and substantial wagon bridge. The bridge specified in Item ONE 
was constructed in 1840 by Isaac Whitaker, county surveyor and engineer. Its cost 
was directly borne by the proprietors of the town of Pontiac. Most likely the 
bridge was built of timber, and it is doubtful that it was covered. If covered it 
would probably have lasted longer than seven or eight years, see item FIVE. 

Ref. 1940 History, p. 22. 


THREE. Courthouse. The full cost of the first courthouse was also directly borne 
by the proprietors of Pontiac. It was built on the public square of land that had 
been donated by the proprietors, the same location that we have today. That first 
courthouse was accepted by two County Commissioners on 23 July 1842. 

Ref. 1878 History, p. 299: and 1940 History, pages 21 and 72. 


FOUR. Plat of Pontiac. On 20 April 1847, county surveyor, Amos Edwards, filed 
a report about resetting the corner stone at the northeast corner of the public 
square. The report includes a plat of the town of Pontiac. Streets named on the 
plat have remained essentially the same. The most northerly street was North 
Street, the most southerly was South Street, the most westerly was Oak Street, 
and the most easterly was Hazel Street. The city, or town, limits extended a 
block beyond the first three named streets and a half block beyond Hazel. 

Ref. Deed book A, p. 64. 


FIVE. Carried away bridge. In September of 1847, Henry Jones, J. H. DeMoss, 
and Philip Rollins received a $450 contract from the County Court to build a new 
bridge. In March of 1849, shortly after its completion, the new bridge "was 
carried away by a freshet."* [Note. Melting snow plus a heavy rain can produce 
a freshet.] It is unclear whether the bridge was salvaged or replaced. 

Ref. *1878 History, p. 260; and 1940 History, p. 22. 


SIX. Town of Richmond. In 1851, proprietors Henry Jones and Henry Loveless 
laid out the town of Richmond about two miles east of Pontiac. Although lots did 
not sell, the proprietors had hopes that a north-south railroad would be built near 
their town. In 1854 the railroad came, however, its tracks were laid to the west 
of Pontiac. Richmond died, but its name clung to the area for many years. 

Ref. Deed book C, p. 174; and 1940 History, p. 8. 


SEVEN. Three judges. Billings P. Babcock was elected to the office of County 
Judge in 1853 for a term of four years, taking office on 7 December 1853. Judge 
Babcock resigned at the end of his third year, and Judge Charles M. Lee served 
out the fourth year. Lee was followed by Judge Henry Jones, who won the office 
in the November 1857 election. (This Henry Jones* came to Pontiac in 1855; the 
Henry Jones** mentioned in items FIVE and SIX died in 1854.) During the three 
years that Judge Babcock held office, the first truss bridge at Mill Street and the 
county's second courthouse were constructed, see items EIGHT and TEN. 

Ref. 1888 History, p. 523; 1940 History, p. 67; LCHS UPDATE, dated 
24 October 1985; also *deed book F, p. 296 and **probate #1115. 


One Dozen Noteworthy Historical Items 


Page Two 


EIGHT. Truss bridge. The Mill Street bridge built during Judge Babcock's term of 
office, see item SEVEN, used trusses made of wood. This covered bridge remained 
in use until replaced by an iron bridge sometime before 1888. 
Ref. 1888 History, p. 523. 


NINE. First brick building. Standing at 315 West Howard Street is a brick 
residence that was built by the Henry Jones who became a County Judge, see item 
SEVEN. Reported as the first brick building in the county, construction probably 
started late in the fall of 1855, with completion early in 1856. 

Ref. Deed book F, p. 296; 1878 History, p. 242; and 
LCHS UPDATE, dated 24 October 1985. 


TEN. Second courthouse. Courthouse number two, a brick structure, was 
constructed in 1856, the third and last year that Judge Babcock held office. The 
county court accepted the new edifice on 6 December 1856. On 4 July 1874, this 
building was destroyed by fire; fortunately, a vault--built a couple of years 
earlier—protected the records. 

Ref. 1878 History, p. 242; 1940 History, p. 72, and 
LCHS UPDATE, dated 24 October 1985. 


ELEVEN. JONES HOUSE. Built by John Dehner, the JONES HOUSE at 314 Hast 
Madison Street, is the second oldest brick residence in Pontiac. Mr. Dehner 
purchased this property in October of 1857. John Dehner lost little time in 
starting the construction of his brick home, and it was completed rather early in 
1858. In August of 1899, the late Henry C. Jones, a son of Judge Jones, purchased 
this property. It is from Henry C. Jones that the house gets its present name. 

Ref. Deed book M, p. 64; deed book 120, p. 588; and 
GENEALOGY OF THE JONES HOUSE, paragraphs 21, 40, and 46. 


TWELVE. Bird's eye view. The "Remember?" feature by Barbara Sancken in a 1985 
issue of The Daily Leader carried a report dated Feb. 4, 1945. The report stated 
that Miss Emeline Cowan had found several collector's items in an old trunk. The 
text concerning one item shall be quoted: "A color print showed a bird's eye view 
of Pontiac as it was in 1869, only 32 years after the town was founded. A covered 
bridge spanned the Vermilion at Mill street; the only other bridge was that of 
the C. & A. railroad. A race track was located on the present site of Play 
park. There were no east-west streets south of South street." 

Ref. The Daily Leader of February 4, 1985, page 4. 


DEEDS. DEEDS and PROBATES are on file at the Courthouse. 


1878 History. This book is entitled: The HISTORY OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. Published by Wm. Le Baron, Jr., & Co., Chicago, 1878. 


1888 History. This book is entitled: PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM of 
Livingston County, Ill. Published 1888, by Chapman Brothers, Chicago. 


1940 History. This book is entitled: INVENTORY OF THE COUNTY ARCHIVES OF 
ILLINOIS, NO. 53, LIVINGSTON COUNTY [PONTIAC]. Prepared by The Illinois 
Historical Records Survey, Division of Professional and Service Projects, Works 
Project Administration, Chicago, Illinois, 1940. 


LIBRARY. History books listed above, LCHS UPDATE, GENEALOGY OF THE 
JONES HOUSE, and microfilm of The Daily Leader can be seen at the Pontiac 
Public Library. 
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EARLY PLAT OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF PONTIAC 
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